If we limit the study of this question to a country so small in extent as our own, and with climatic conditions so fairly uniform, the process of eliminating other than purely local causes becomes exceedingly difficult.
For these reasons the subject is one of the greatest difficulty, and, too, one with which one observer alone can hardly efficiently grapple.
Among the most noteworthy workers at the solution of the problems involved in fhe great question of the influence of the soil as a factor in the production of disease, we find Yon Foder, Pettenkofer, Levy, Fleck, Yon Naegeli, Schlcesing, Muntz, and These facts suggest the improbability of the malarial germ being present in the dust on the Earth's surface, but rather that it is contained in the ground-air below the surface; the frequency of malarial infection following digging up of soil, largely confirms this.
There is little evidence to show that malaria is caused by any mineral constituents of the ground, more particularly as it prevails upon soils of such widely different composition as alluvial, sandy, or ferruginous earths as well as upon soils formed from the weathering of metamorphic rocks.
If we accept the microbean origin of the disease, a malarious soil will depend not on the nature of its organic constituents, but upon the presence of those conditions which favour the life of the specific organisms, and bring about their aerial diffusion. These organisms are probably allied to the flagellate protozoa, and have been described by Laveran, Marchiafava, Celli, Richards, and Oster, as the Plasmodium malariae. It is an amceboid-like body which appears to separate out the pigment of the red blood corpuscles. Its spores, which eventually form, are only found in the spleen, and give rise to fresh amoeba. These pass into the blood, causing renewed fever, the nature of the attack being determined by the rapidity with which the different stages take place. So far, this micro-organism has not been found in the soil, nor, indeed, has it ever been cultivated outside the human body. The philosophical and remarkable theory regarding the peculiar origin of this disease, as elaborated by Creighton from the forgotten writings of Andouard, has a direct interest and bearing upon the connection between the affection and soil processes. The Andouard-Creighton theory of the evolution of yellow fever, is that its advent into the world coincided with the rise of the slave trade, and that its habitat has been, and is, the ports of debarkation of these slaves. It is perfectly well known, from the writings of both Lind and Bancroft, that the slaves on the slaveships did not suffer from yellow fever, but much from dysentery. According to Andouard, yellow fever originated at all its endemic centres from the filth of the slave-ships, which filth was the putrid dysenteric discharges of the sick negroes.
Regarded in this light, yellow fever has been given us in the dejecta of another race, which, brought in considerable quantities in the bilges of ships to ports, has then been discharged into harbour-mud and soil. The scourings of these ships, fermenting and multiplying in the harbour and shore-mud, has generated a specifically poisonous virus which has only too readily been carried from harbour to harbour. In connection with this view, it is curious to note the fact that yellow fever is most persistent at places where there has been least cleansing of 
